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The North American Coalition on Green Boilding is 38 organizations with a strong in­

terest in green building that though competitors, work together in support of scien­

tifically justified systems and standards to help us reach the common goal of making
 
our built environment more sustainable.
 

We believe in the power of competition to foster innovation and improvements in
 
green building rating systems that will benefit the green building community, and,
 
more importantly, the environment. When the Coalition was formed, the U.s. Green
 
Building Council's (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) ""
 
rating system was the predominant green building rating system. However. since it
 
was launched in 2004, the Green Building Initiative's (GBI) Green Globes'" system has
 
promoted improved green building rating systems in the areas of consensus-based
 
standards, life cycle assessment, utilization of on-line interactive tools, and energy ef­

ficiency. This has prompted USGBC to improve LEED, which, in turn, has led G81 to
 
improve Green Globes. On the residential side, there also is competition, with the Na­

tional Association of Home Builders (NAHBl having developed its NAHB Model Green
 
Home Building Guidelines in 2006, which was followed by the launch of USGBC's LEED
 
for Homes.
 

Green Building Rating Standards Should be Developed Through an
 
Accredited Standards Developer (ASD):
 
The Coalition urges that green building standards be developed using a nationally­

recognized, voluntary, and consensus-based process. The American National Stan­

dards Institute (ANSI), the coordinator of the Us. standards process, provides strict
 
requirements for accreditation of those processes for organizations wishing to be­

come an Accredited Standards Developer (ASD). The NAHB National Green Building
 
Standard recently became the first-ever ANSI-recognized green building rating sys­

tem. Development of Green Globes as an ANSI American National Standard will be
 
completed in late 2009. Approximately one year after GBI became an ASD, USGBC
 
also achieved recognition but it has not developed existing editions ofLEED through
 
their ANSI-accredited process. USGBC is only using ANSI-approved processes to de­

velop a single LEED standard, LEED for Neighborhoods.
 

Green Building Rating Systems Should be BaSlKl on Objective S<:ientific
 
Criteria, Including Consideration of Life Cycle Impacts:
 
Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) is an objective process of measuring the environmental
 
impact of a building material from -cradle to grave."Green Globes has always incorpo­

rated aspects of LCA. Green Globes' developer, GBI, has also authorized a version of
 
its LeA Credit Calculator, a software tool that provides LCA results on approximately
 
400 common building assemblies. to be made available free of charge to other rat­

ing systems and the enUre sustainable design and construction community. USGBC is
 
developing a similar ca1culatorfor incorporating LCA into lEED.
 

Conclusion:
 
Whether in building materials, advanced technology, or intellectual property, compe­

tition spurs innovation and improvement for the benefit of the marketplace. Similarly,
 
all users, and more importantly, the environment, have benefited from the healthy
 
competition in green building rating systems. Governments should not preempt that
 
competition by relying solely on the USGBC's LEED rating system as a means to ensure
 
green building, but instead, governments should promote policies that recognize
 
multiple, credible systems. The North American Coalition on Green Building stands
 
ready to work with all parties to help achieve that goal.
 




