


o A bipartisan 66 percent majority believes that EPA scientists, rather than Congress,
should set pollution standards. This is despite opposing language arguing that our
elected representatives in Congress would do a better job than “unelected bureaucrats
at the EPA.”

2. Voters overwhelmingly support tougher smog pollution standards, and reject
Congressional action that would impede EPA from updating these standards. Fully
three-quarters of voters support “stricter limits” on smog emissions and three-quarters say
that Congress should NOT stop the EPA from updating these smog standards.

» After hearing a balanced debate on the issue, with messages based on the actual
language used by opponents and supporters of the EPA, a strong 64 percent
majority continues to oppose Congressional action to stop the EPA. Independents
continue to oppose Congressional action by a more than two-to-one margin.

3. Voters soundly reject the argument that stricter smog standards will hurt the
economy or cost jobs. This economic critique is the centerpiece of the argument against
stricter smog standards, but it does not find much traction with voters.

e By a 65 to 30 percent margin, voters agree that “we can set stricter standards for
smog pollution without damaging the economy.”

e And by a 20-point margin (including a 14-point margin in Ohio and Florida), voters
believe that updated EPA smog standards will boost, rather than harm, job creation
by encouraging innovation and investment in new technologies.

4. Support for the EPA is robust across all regions of the country, Even after messaging
from opponents of the EPA, voters in every region of the country oppose Congressional
action against the EPA by margins of at least 20 points. And support for the EPA was
robust in each of the four regions we oversampled. In the Florida, Minnesota/Wisconsin and
Virginia/North Carolina regions, support for the EPA generally tracked the national numbers.
It was slightly lower, but still robust, in the Ohio/Michigan region, where even after

messaging a 58 to 35 percent majority opposed Congressional action to prevent the EPA
from updating smog standards.

aré Popuiar Than Congre Voters Want to See More Agaressive EPA Act

The EPA enjoys relatively high ratings with a net +18 favorability rating (45 percent favorable,
27 percent unfavorable), especially when compared to Congress (-27). In fact, despite criticism
over recent months, the EPA’s net rating is up 8 points since February, while Congress' rating
has dropped 14 points. Meanwhile, the Clean Air Act has an even higher net rating, at +22.

Consequently, voters want the EPA, and not Congress, to set pollution standards. An
overwhelming 66 percent majority (including sizeable majorities of Democrats, independents
and Republicans) agrees that “Scientists at the EPA should set pollution standards, not
politicians in Congress” while only 21 percent agree that “our elected representatives in
Congress should set pollution standards, not unelected bureaucrats at the EPA.”

Seven in ten voters favor the EPA setting stricter limits on air pollution generally, including 70
percent of independents and at least 64 percent of voters in each of our oversample regions.
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