
Unifonn Announcement to be Utilized for Phvsician Practice Infonnation Survey 

<specialty Society (Acronym» and AMA Conducting Physician Practice Information survey 

For the first time in nearly a decade, <Specialty Society (Acronym», the American Medical Association 
(AMA), and more than 70 other medical specialty societies, have worked together to coordinate a 
comprehensive multi-specialty survey of America ' s physician practices . The purpose of the survey is to 
collect up-to-date information on physician practice characteristics in ordcr to positively influence 
national decision makers. Thousands of practices will be surveyed in 2007 and 2008, from virtually all 
physician specialties to ensurc accurate and fair representation for all physicians and thcir patients . 

This projcct is unique because it explores both the clinical and business side of medical practice. This 
infonnation is important for the nation's policy-makers to learn what is truly involved in running a 
practice that provides expert patient care, while operating a business that is sustainable. A complete 
understanding of the landscape and the requirements for today' s care is critical. These data will allow 
medicine to articulate practice concerns to national policy-makers that will lead to policy initiatives that 
not only help in the short-term but will allow future generations of doctors to continue providing superior 
care to their patients. 

There is a small section in this study pertaining to practice expenses and the amounts that arc attributable 
to you. Please encourage your staff to make these numbers available. The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services recently announccd that the results of this study are considered critical to update 
physician payment. This is a vital part ofthe research and we need to have accurate and complete data . 
This information remains confidential. The survey finn will not identify any individuals or entities 
participating in this research to any of the participating organizations. 

Dmrkynetec has been retained to conduct the Physician Practice Information survey among a 
representative random sample of practices in each of the participating specialties. The survey is an 
important and necessary vehicle ror positive change. Please watch for this survey and do your part in 
completing it in a thorough and accurate manner if selected to represent our specialty. 



Unifonn Announcement of Practice Infonnation Survey for Non-physician HCPAC Organizations 

<Insert Organization (Acronym» Conducting Physician Practice Information Survey 

For the first time in nearly a decade, the <Insert Organziation (Acronym» and more than 70 other health 
care professional organizations, have worked together to coordinate a comprehensive survey of America' s 
<insert profession>. The survey will collect up-lo-date characteristics of thousands of practices from 
virtually all disciplines, and be used in efforts to positively influence national decision makers to ensure 
accurate and fair representation for all health care professionals and patients. 

Getting our nation's policy-makers to understand loday's landscape and the requirements for care is 
critical. These data will allow the health care community to articulate the challenges of running a practice 
that provides expert patient care, while operating a business that is sustainable. The study results will not 
only help in the short-tenn but will allow future generations of <insert profession> to continue providing 
superior care to their patients. 

One particularly important section of the study pertains to practice expenses and the amounts that are 
attributable to you. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services have indicated that the results of this 
study will be used to help determine Medicare payment. Please encourage your staff to make this 
information available as the survey's success depends on accurate and complete data. This information 
will remain confidential. The survey firm, Dmrkynetec, will not identify any individuals or entities 
participating in this research. 

Dmrkynetec, a survey finn with extensive experience in the area of healthcare finance, has been retained 
to adm inister the survey. Dmrkynetec will contacl randomly selected <insert profession> and practice 
managers in order to collect their confidential responses. Please watch for this survey and complete it 
thoroughly and accurately. Do your part to reprcsent our profession. 



Ameri:can 
Association of ~~~~ 
Neurological MEDICAL - , 
Surgeons ASSOCIATION 

Dear Doctor: 

lIelp Us lIelp You! Th is is an im portant opportunity to represent your profess ion! 

We arc specifically writing to ask you for your support of a national study about medical practices, currently being sponsored by the 
American Association ofNeurologieal Surgeons, the Congress of Neurologieal Surgeons, and the American Medical Association 
(AMA). The objective of this study is to help doc ument changes in the U.S. health care delivery system that impact your practice 
every day. One oflhe recurring comments that we hear from physicians is that decision -makers and payers are not fully infonned 
about the broad clinical. operational. and linancia! challenges that fal:e their practices today. 'Illis study represents your opportunity 
to communicate aCl:urate financial and operational infonnation to policymakers, including mcmbers of Congress and the Centers for 
Mcdicare and Mcdkaid Scrvices (CMS). eMS recently announl:cu in a national regulation that data from this survey will be used to 
hdp detemline physician payment. Our profession is presented wi th an important opportunity and y()ur participation in this study will 
cnsure that the voicc and priorities of your medical specialty are clearly heard. 

d rn rkyne\cc, a survey linn with extensive experience in the area of physician practice tjnance, has been retained to administer the 
survey and will make data collection as convcnient l'or you and your practice as possible. d rn rkynetec will contact randomly selected 
physicians and practice managcrs in order to collect their confidential responses. We assure you that your individual data will not be 
shared. During the next few weeks. please let your staff know to anticipate a cal! from the survey finn. Some of the more detailed 
quest ions may require advance preparation and we ask you to complete the enclosed four page worksheet prior to the call. It may be 
necessary for your practicc managcr or other ollice statT to complete a portion orthe workshcct as the financia l information is critical 
to this survey. Please afford your staff the necessary time so that your voicc may be included in the tinal study results. 

Thank you in advancc for your time and we hope that you will take the opportunity to panicipate in this critical study. Your 
involvement will make certain that the infonnation collected will accurately represent your practice, patients, and profession. 

r;.~ ..., C-.-tII ­
Jon II. Robertson. MD An thony L. Asher. MD 
President President 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons Congress ofNcurological Surgeons 

Michael O. Maves, MD, MBA 

Executivc Vice President CEO 

American Medical Association 


Enclosure 
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American Optometric 
Asscx:iation 

Dear Doctor: 

Help Us Help You! This is 3 n important opportunity to r('present your profession! 

We are specifically writing 10 ask you for your support of a national study about medical practices, currently being 
sponsored by the American Optometric Association. The objective of this study is \0 help document changes in the U.S. 
health care delivery system that impact your practice every day. One of the recurring comments that we hear from 
Optometrists is that decision-makers and payers are not fully informed aboullhc broad clinical. operational, and financial 
challenges that face their pract ices today. This study represents your opportunity to communicate accurate finan cial and 
operational inronnation to policymakers, including members of Congress and the Centers for Medicare and Med icaid 
Services (eMS). CMS recently announced in a national regulation that data from this survey will be used to help 
determine Optometrist payment. Our professio n is presented with an important opportunity and your part icipation in this 
study wil l ensure that the voice and priorities ofOptometrists are clearly heard. 

dmrkynetec, a survey finn with extensive experience in the area of health care practice finance. has been retained to 
adm inister the survey and will make data collection as convenient for you and your practice as possible. dmrkynetcc 
wil l contact random Iy selected Optometrists and practice managers in order to col lect their con fidcnt ial responses. We 
assure you that your individual data will not be shared. During the next few weeks, please let your staff know to 
anticipate a call from the survey finn. Some of the more detailed questions may require advance preparation and we ask 
you to complete the enclosed four page worksheet prior to the call. It may be necessary for your practice manager or 
other office staff to complete a portion of the worksheet as the financial information is critical to this survey. Please 
afford your Siaff lhe necessary time so that your voice may be included in the fina l study resu lts . 

Thank you in advance for your time and we hope that you will take the opportun ity to participate in this critical study. 
Your involvement will make certain that the infonnation collected will accurately represent your practice, paticnts. and 
profession. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin L. Alexander, 00. PhD 
President 
American Optometric Association 

Enclosure 



Have you been selected to participate in the Physician Practice Information survey? 

The AMA and more than 70 other organizations arc conducting a comprehensive multi ­
specialty survey of America's physician practices. The results will be used to positively 
influence national decision makers to ensure accurate and fair representation for all 
physicians and patients, and to articulate the challenges of running a practice that 
provides expert patient care, while operating a business that is sustainable. Of particular 
importance is the section ofthc study pertaining to practice expenses and the amounts 
that are attributable to you. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has indicated 
it will use the results of this study to help determine physician payment. The survey firm, 
dmrkynetec, will contact randomly selected physicians and practice managers to collect 
responses. All responses will remain confidential. 

Please alert your staff regarding your willingness to participate in this survey and the 
importance of accepting incoming calls, faxes or emails from dmrkynctec, the finn 
administering the survey. The attached postcard will be mailed to the entire 
physician sample in June and is one indication that you have been selected to 
participate. 

lfyou have been selected to participate in this important effort and have any questions 
about this survey, please call toll-free at 1-877-816-8940 and ask to speak with one of 
dmrkynetec's executive interviewers about the 2008 Physician Practice Infonnation 
Survey. 



From tbeAMA 

Watch your mail for Physician Practice Information survey_ The AMA and more than 70 other 
organizations are conducting a comprehensive multi-specialty survey of America' s physician practices. 
The results will be used to positively influence national decision makers to ensure accurate and fair 
representation for all physicians and patients, and to articulate the challenges of running a practice that 
provides expert patient care, while operating a business that is sustainable. Of particular importance is the 
section of the study pertaining to practice expenses and the amounts that are attributable to you. The 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has indicated it will use the results of this study to help 
detennine physician payment. The survey timl, Dmrkynetec, will contact randomly selected physicians 
and practice managcrs to collect responses. Please encourage your staff to make this infonnation 
available, as the survey's success depends on accurate and complete data. All responses will rcmain 
confidential. 



Physician Practice Information Survey - Completes as of 04/25/2008 
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Physician Practice Information Survey· Completes as of 08/15/2008 
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Physician Practice Information Survey - Completes as of 12/05/2008 

Medicare 
10 

003 

033 
035 i

.i 
093 i 
046 

~I 
~ . ., 
~. 
~, 

O! , 

'" 
~e'i 

019 
)20 

_!!.' 

i 
I 

-~ 
- ., 
~ , 

, i 
----; i
-----; - §'; 

071 

~~ 
)34 

077 I 

ITotal 

16 

27 

Full 

991 
991 

:m: 
921 
69 

63 
91 

6' 
6' 

Total 

115 
114 

109 
129 

761 

~ 
99 

101 
134 

119 

j 
76 
62 
65 

~ 
32 

j 
89 

% 

1001 

HT 

~ 
1001 
1001 

5" 

"I 
1001 

,u~, 

(include~ ~a~ia~ 
I 

i 
116 

202 

I 
I 

131 

i 
1511 

791 

~ 
149 
119 

:fi 
1001 107 

97 1 1001 IE=3i~ 
121 ,,.1 I ~g: 11 9% ~ 

98 1001 138 

: I ~3\ 
109 109\ 

84 84\ 

90 
154 
120 

611 I 4,156 I 4,767 I 5,860 I 6,991 I 


