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AMERICAN JOBS ACT 
.. 

Tll. While House 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For llrme<liate Release NOl/ember 17. 2010 

E.,<ecuti,·,.,Order - Fundamenul Principles and PoliC) ...... 1rlng Criteria for Partnerships wrtb 

Falth·Based and Othet :Sclghborhood Organi:.t.ationM 


By the oo1h<lflty vesled in me ., President by the Constitution _ !he tllWS <>f the United States 01 AAIerica. and In 

DIller 10 lIuide Fed ....81 agencies in lormuIa~ng ana developing poticies wIIh In\)llcelion. lor laI!h ·based and oIh... 

neighborhood organization,. 10 promole ~1IC<l with constitutional and othe< applK:at>e I~ principlel , and 10 

strenglllen the capacl!y of laith ·based ",,0 Ollie< neighborhooa organi:zatktns to Oetiva< seriices ef!adIveIy 10 \t"o:)se 

in need. rt i. hareby ordered· 

Section I . /Vnend""",ts 10 Ex8c¥IiV<l Ordc-r 132711. Executrve Order 13279 01 De<:f!rnI>er 12. 2002 (Equal 

Pmtectjon 01 !he Law. for Farth·Baseo and Corrrn.lnity OrlIanllatkln.). a . aomndOO. is hefeby Iurt/lOr amend80 : 

la) In IeC1Ior1 1. by smkinll SIIbsection (a), and martinI! in lieu IhereoIlhe loHawIng ~-(e) "Spedfted "9encv 
heads' me8l1s: 

(i) the Anomey General: 

(ii) the ~tary oIl'<tricuttura: 

(Iv) the $ecreUlry 0/ labor: 

(v) the Secretary 01 Health and Human Services; 

(.....)!he Se<:reta!y 01 Education : 

(\Ii>!) the $eaetary 01 Ve1l!fB[ls MaOrs: 

(iJl)!he Secretary 01 HDITIIOiand Security ; 

(>ii) tha Adrrinistrator oItha UnUM Slates l'<te""Y lor International Deoe\opment; and 

(';") the Chief Elo!<:u1Ive Ollicer 01 the CorporBtion for National and CCIO"TYnJn lty SeMce: 

(b) by s.Iril!inl! section 2. and inl8f\rOg: III lieu l!\eleoI' lIIe ,,",owing: 

"Se:s b FundamentalJ'fim :iples. r. loorulatiog and lrr\1lemenlinll poIicie' that have i""licatirlr!5 for f&ith-Dased 

""" other neighbort>ood or\l8"izaUon,. a;en<:Ie- ttlllt aclnini_t ... soca service programs or that supporl (lOd~ding 

!hmugh prime aw",ds or sub·awns ) sOCI8I service program. wtth Federal ftnancial as"'5lance sn.... 10 Ihe e><tenl 

penTiltQ(l by law. tHo gUldedl>y tilt ,,",owing fundame1ltal prindple.: 

(a) Federal ~nancial assi$laoce lor social SI!f\IiCe pmgrnms sllouid be dilttibuted in ilia most \lfledive Ind efficIao! 

,,_ IiIIiIIIIID 
. . . 
~lt l! 
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surprise appearMCe 
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econorTrf and jobs with 
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emds and leiters. llIao!h1s week. \I>e Presidenl 
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Humcane ~en". and \Ace President Bk:len tl"B'lels 

to Asie 10 re-ertl'hasize our strong I!COO<IITic and 

dipklrreUc ties Ie Asian nations. 
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manner po$Sible. 

(b) rhe Nation's oocial sen.ice capacity will benefit if all eligiDle OO'ganizations. including faith_based and other 

neighborflood organizations. are able to COfl1"e!e on 8<1 equallooti"" for Federal financial assistance used to 
support social seNIce programs, 

it) No organizatioo should be di$Clirrineted ~inSI on !he t>asis 01 religion Of religious belief in the ad"*llslration 

or dislfibulJon of Federal financial assistance under social s..,.".;ce programs. 

(d) All organizations lIIat receive Federal financial assistance under social ser.ice programs shwld be prohibited 

from discriminating againsl beoefo::iafi.es or prospe<;1i1l<! benef.::iafi.es oIthe social service programs on \he M.is of 

religion or religiws belie!. Pa:ordingly. orll"nizations, in providing sef'II!ces supported in whole or in p8l'l with 

Federal finMCIai 8sslstaoce, and In their outreacn activities relaled 10 sud! se<Vices, should not be allowed to 

discriminate against current or prospedi~ program be!lel\clalies on the basis of religion, a religious belief, a refusal 

to hokI a religious bel'IEII, 00' a refuSal to aHeml or participate in 8 rellglws practice. 

(e) rhe Fedentl Government must Implement Federal Progf8lTlS in accordancewith Ihe Estabi shmen\ Cloose and 

the Free E.rcise Clause ollhe Firs! Jlmendment to the Un~e<:! Slates ConstiWtion, as well as ottler appjicaDle law, 

snd T!'lJst monitor and eoIorce standardS regarding the rela~onship between religion and government 10 ways that 

avoid e,"",""",,, entanglemelll be1Wean religious DOdOes and governmental entiti.... 

(I) Organizallons that eogaoe in e>p1ici\Iy religiOUS activities ~ncludi"" activities that inllOlve overt religiws QOnten\ 

sud! as worship. reiglous InstnJction, or proselytization)!l'OJst perfOl1l1 such activities and otter such ser.ices 

outsiOe of programs thai are supported with direct Federal ~n.ancllli uslstaoce (lndudlng through prme swa<ds 00' 

sub-awards). separately in time or location (rom any such programs or services supported with dired Federal 

finMCIai assistaoce, and participation in any such e>plicit!y religious activities rTlJSl be voluntary lor the be<lefieiaries 

01 the social se<Vite program wpported wiIh such Federal financial a"istance. 

(g) Failh-based organ<uHions should be eligible to ~Ie lor Federal1ln¥ldaj asslSiaoce used to support sociaj 

service programs and to participate tully in 1M social service programs supported with Fed"",1 financiaj assistaoce 

without impairing their Independen<:e, autonomy, e"ll'e.sion OUlsiOe the programs In question , 00' religOou. 

cnarader. I'a:ordingly. a laith_based orvanization that BPPIie. lor, or participates in, a social service program 

supported with Federaj fnancial assistan ce may retain its iMOflendeoce and may contif1<le to carry out ilS miSSion. 
including !he deronition , d(Welopmen~ practice, snd e>pression of its religOous beNefs, provide<:! that ~ does not lise 

direct Federal fonar>cial assistance that ~ receives (induding througtl a prime _ani or sub-award) to 5Ilj>pOr1. or 

engage in any e>;>licilly religiw, activities (including activities thai involve overt religOous content such as wonh.ip. 

religious instruction. or proselytization), or in any other rTIIWlIler prOhibited Dy law, Among other things, faith-basad 

organ!zations thai receive Federal financial a$Slslance may use !heir facilities to pfO\lide oocialselVices supported 

with Fedefal fin8llCia1 assistance. without remllling Of aHering religious an. icons, scriptures. or othar syrrCOi. Irom 
these lacilities. In 8lIdition. a lajtfl.based organization that applies for, or participates In, a soct.I seMce progr....., 

supported with FederailinaflCiaj assistance may relain religioos tenTIS in ~s name, select ns boan:I marrcers on a 

religious basis , and include religious references in its organization·s Jfission statements and other chartefing or 

II"veming documents. 

(h) Each agency responsible lor ad,,*,istering or _ing Federal financial assistance lor oocial service programs 

shall offer protections tOO' beneficiafi.es of such proorams pursuant 10 the ~lowIng prlociples: 

(i) Re!erraI to ao Alternative Provider, • a ~elh:::lary or prospedi~ be!leficiary 01 a social serW::e program 

suwoned Dy Federallinancial assislao<:e Objects to the religious cnaracter of an organll8lion thai provides 

se<Vices under the program. Ihat organization shan, within a ,easonable time after the date 01 \he OOjection. 

refer the beneficiary to an alternative providef, 

(ii) Agency Responsit>ii ties. Each agency responsible lor adrrinmering a social ser.ice program 00' 

supporting a social service program with Fet!eral fnancial assistance shall establish policies and proced<Jres 

designed to ensure that (t) appropriate and timely referrnls are "",de to an allernative provider; (2) all 

referrals are made in a "",noar QOnsistent with an applicable privacy laws 80d regulation s: (3) the 

organization subjed 10 subsection (lIW) notilles the agency 01 any ralarraj ; (4 ) such organization has 

establ",hed a process lor <!etennining whether the bene~ciary has contacted II>e altemative provide~ and (5) 

eae/'l beneficiary of a social se<Vice program recei1l<!S written notice of Ihe protactions set forth in tois 

subsedion prior 10 enrolU"" In or receiving services from such progra'!\. 

(I) To promole transparency and aocovntabllily, aoenaes that pro,"<!e Fe<:Ier8i "'anciBI asslstaoce lor $Odal 

se<ViC8 programs shall post OfIline, in an easily accessible manner, reg>JIations. guidance doCuments. and pOlicies 

that reflect or elaborate upon the Iundame<'ltaO pri'iciples describoed In this section , IIQeocies shall also post onijne 8 

hi of eot~ies that receive Federal financial a""istance for provision of oocial service programs, QOnsistoot with 0Iw 
and pursua-u to guidance setlorth In paragraph (c) of seclion 3 of this order. 

OJ Decisions about awards of Fedentl financial assistance rTlJSI be free from political interlefence or e \/8!lthe 

appearnnce 01 suchlnterlerence snd IT'AISl be made on the basis 01 mertt, nOl 00 the- basis of II>e re!;gOous alfliiatlon 

01 a recipienl organirntioo or ~ th<'!reoI": 

(c) Dy strilo;ing ~on 3, and Insertirlg In.eu Ihereoillla following' 
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11 order to promole uniforrrity in agendes' poIlcles that I\ave irr.,Ucatioos for larth·baS&d and other neigllbolTlood 

organization s and in related guidance. and to ensu,.., thaI tho.e poicies and g.uklance e,.., oons~tent with the 

fun<lamenllli pmc:lples set forth in section 2 of lIIis order, lIIere is estabished an Interagency I'«>rklng Group 00 

FaitII-Based and Other Neighborhood Partnef'$hJps (W:)rklr>g Group). 

(a) Mission and Function olllle Worlcing G_'E!'I'- The W:KI\ing Group shal mee1 periodically to review and evaluate 


e>:lSllng agencv rE!gulatioos, guidance dOCuments, and policies that have i"",ications lor faith-based and other 


neOgllOOl'llOOd organizatioos. """"re appropliate, speo1ie<l agencv heaos shall, to the extent petlTlttad by law, 


amend all well e.;,.ting policies of !hair raspective agencies to ensure that they are coosiS!e<lt willi the fundalTlellla! 


priociples set forth in !leClion 2 or this order. 


(b) Un~~~tation, INIthin 120 days of the date of this order, the V~'I<ing Group snan submits 

report to the President on amendments. changes , or aoditions that are necessary to ensure that raoulations and 


guidance dOCuments associllled with lIIe di5lribu~on of Federal finarlCiai assistance lor socia! s~ programs are 


oonsiSlent with the lundamental prindptes set forth in section 2 of this order. Tile lNoo1<ing Group's raport SIlOuld 


include. but not be Imted to. e model set of reoutatlons and lIuklaoce documents for 811endes to adopt 10 the 


lottowir>g a,..,u: 


(i) ptohibited uses of direct Federal r'r18ncia1 8S$lStal1ce and separation requirements: (b1 prolections for rellg;ous 


identity: (iii) the "'stinction between "dtect" and "indirect" Federal r'r18ncial aS$islance: (Iv) proter;t;ons for 


be'IIef.aati<!S or social &ervice PlO{ll3ms: (v) transparencv ""IIJirern&nts, oonsistant""';th and in furtherance 01 


e,osting open government initialiVflS; (vi) ODligations 01 nonQOvemmentaj alld QOvernl1l8!1taj intermediaries; (vii) 


inslrUCtion. for ""'" relllawen and those who recru~ peer reviewers: and (viO ) trairl'"'ll on these matters for 


government efJlIloyees and for F_ral, State, and lOCal governmental and nongovemmentat orga nWitions Iha1 


receive Fe<lerailinaooal asolstance ynder social service ptograrns. In devetopOr>g this report and In review!nCI 

agency regulations and lIuidance lor oon.istencv with section 2 01 this order. the WoIl<ing Group shall oonsult the 


March 2010 report and recorrmenaalions prepared by the Presidents Advisory Councit on FaIth·Based and 


NeillhborI>ood Partnership.s on lIIe topic of reforming the Office 01 Failll·8ased and Ne<!lhbol'hood Partnerships. 


(e) ~. The Director oIthe Offica 01 Management and 8udOel (OM8), loIow1nll recelpl 01 a copy orthe 


report 01 the W:KI\inll Group, and In coordination with the Department 01 Justice, oIlal issue guidance to agoocies 


on the implementation of this order , indudir>g i1 par1ieular subsections 2(h)-ij). 


(d) ~P.-Q!Jll~g GI9\lP- The Director 01 !he Otr"", 01 Farth_Based and Neighbort'lOOd Partnerships 


and a senior official from the OM8 designated by tha Oiractor 01 the OM8 shall serve as the Co-Chairs or the 


Working Group. TM Co Chairs shaD COI1Vf1ne raoular meetings oIthe VI.\:)rklr>g GroI.Jp. de!errrrne ~s agenda, and 


direct ~s work. In addition to the eo.Chan, !he W:KI\ing Group .h... oonsiS! ot a senior oIf.aai with ~nowledge 01 

policies that have irr4>/lcations lor laith-baSed ena other neigllbolTlood orllanlzations from the folowinll agencies and 


"","" 

(i) the Department 01 State; 

rol) the Department 01 Justice: 


~iij the Department 01 the Interior; 


rN) me Department oIl'(jrtculture: 


(v) the Department 01 Corrmerce: 
(vi) the Department of Lat>or; 
(vii) the Department 01 Health and Human Services: 


(viiij the Oepartment 01 HOusing and Urban Oevetopment: 


(i>!) the Department 01 Education; 


(J<) the Departmer!l ot Veterans AIIairs; 


(>i) tM Oej)artment 01 Hornatand Security: 


(JIii) the Environmental Protection ,lgency; 


(xiii) the Smal 8usiness AdrriniSlnltion: 


(>ill) the United States I'(,tency for "'temational Development 


(xv) the Corporation for National and Corrmonity SeMce: end 

(XIII) other agencies and offices as the President from time to time. may desigrl8te. 

(e) AdrrinislI'atio"--oIJhe Initiative. The De9artment of Health and Human SeMcas shall provide tvndinli and 


adml~tratllle support for the ~ Group to the extent perrrit!ed by law and within e>isting appropria~on s": and 


(d) by striking In the title. ptearrtlle. and section 1(C). "corrfrld>1!y" and inserting in tieu thereot ·other 


neighborhood". 


Sec. 2, Generel Provisions. 


(8) This order emer>ds the requirements contained in Executive Order 13279. This order SUpplements. but 


does not super-sade. the requirements oontained In Executive OrdEINI 13198 and 13199 01 Jarouary 29, 200'1, 


Md E.loeeuti~ O«Ier 13<100 of Ftblutty 5. 2009. 


(b) Nothing in this order sIlall be <:OIlstnoed to irrl'M' Of otherwise affect: 

(i) 8<Mority granted by law 10 an executilm department, agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) Iuoctions 01 tM Director oIthe OMS relating 10 buClge1ary, IICIrrinis!nl1ive. or legiSlatNe 
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p<oposals. 

(c) This orde< $hall be I~e-meoted conslsteot with apptica~te taw and IlUbjeCllOI!>e availabiily of 

aPl>fOP(iaIk>ns. 

(d) This OIde< Is not Int&nded 10. and does not. create any right 01 be<>ef~, substantive 01 procedural . 

enlOlCNble allaw 01 in equity by any parT\' against Ihe UnJted States . ill departments. ag&ncies. OI8fl~tieS. 

its offi",". ~ees. 01 agenlS. 01 any othe< person. 

BAAACK OBAMA 

THE VYHITE HOUSE. 

Novent>er t1 . 2010. 

w w W W If I T E HOC.., F Co () V 
Ell 0$p0fI0I _>'*1 ~ _ F'I1I«y P<*Cy CMIaot 

USAgov Subwt>etoRSSF_ "M"1ot.Jot> 
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