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Healthier Lives for All Americans  

Through Discovery 
National Institutes of Health in the 2011 Budget 

 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) supports the discovery of knowledge and therapies that will lead to 
better health outcomes for all Americans. NIH accomplishes this goal through a robust program of intramural and 
extramural research, education, and training conducted or sponsored by 27 Institutes and Centers.  
 
The 2011 Budget provides $32.1 billion in appropriations for NIH (see Table), an increase of $1.0 billion or 3.2 
percent above the 2010 enacted level. The 2011 Budget continues to support biomedical research across a broad 
range of scientific and health opportunities. Investments will focus on five strategic priorities with great promise: 
applying genomics and other high-throughput technologies; translating basic science discoveries into new and better 
treatments and diagnostics; using science to enable health care reform; global health; and reinvigorating and 
empowering the biomedical research community. NIH will also continue to award and oversee the $10.4 billion 
provided in the Recovery Act. The Administration remains committed to alleviating the impact of cancer and has 
retooled the initiative to focus on specific scientific advances in the short, medium and long term.  
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Figure 1.  
 
In 2011, the NIH Common Fund (CF) will invest $562 million, an increase of $18 million over 2010, to support 
cross-cutting, trans-NIH programs that require participation by at least two NIH Institutes or Centers (ICs) or that 
would otherwise benefit from strategic planning and coordination (see Table).  Elsewhere within the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), the 2011 Budget accelerates the development of new medicines, vaccines, and 
diagnostics for biodefense by investing $476 million in Advanced Research and Development, $171 million more 
than the 2010 enacted level. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) receives $286 million in the 
2011 Budget for patient-centered health research. 



Table. NIH by Appropriation

Table. National Institutes of Health by Appropriation

(budget authority in millions of dollars)

FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 Change FY 10-11
Actual ARRA 1/ Enacted Budget Amount Percent

National Cancer Institute 4,968 1,257 5,102 5,265 163 3.2%
National Heart, Lung, & Blood Institute 3,015 763 3,096 3,188 92 3.0%
National Institute of Dental & Craniofacial 
Research 403 102 413 424 10 2.5%
National Institute of Diabetes & Digestive & 
Kidney Diseases 2/ 1,760 445 1,807 1,858 50 2.8%
National Institute of Neurological Disorders & 
Stroke 1,593 403 1,636 1,681 46 2.8%
National Institute of Allergy & Infectious 
Diseases 3/ 4,701 1,113 4,817 4,977 160 3.3%
National Institute of General Medical Sciences 1,997 505 2,051 2,125 74 3.6%
National Institute of Child Health & Human 
Development 1,295 327 1,329 1,369 40 3.0%
National Eye Institute 688 174 707 724 18 2.5%
National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences 4/ 741 187 769 789 20 2.6%
National Institute on Aging 1,080 273 1,110 1,142 33 2.9%
National Institute of Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal & Skin Diseases 525 133 539 556 17 3.1%
National Institute on Deafness & other 
Communication Disorders 407 103 419 429 10 2.5%
National Institute of Mental Health 1,451 367 1,490 1,540 51 3.4%
National Institute on Drug Abuse 1,032 261 1,059 1,094 35 3.3%
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism 450 114 462 475 12 2.7%
National Institute of Nursing Research 142 36 146 150 5 3.2%
National Human Genome Research Institute 502 127 516 534 18 3.5%
National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and 
Bioengineering 308 78 316 326 9 3.0%
National Center for Research Resources 1,226 1,610 1,269 1,309 40 3.2%
National Center for Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine 125 32 129 132 3 2.5%
National Center on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities 206 52 212 219 8 3.6%
Fogarty International Center 69 17 70 73 3 4.3%
National Library of Medicine 339 84 351 365 14 4.0%
Office of the Director 5/ 1,247 1,337 1,177 1,220 43 3.7%
Buildings and Facilities 126 500 100 126 26 25.6%

______ ______ ______ ______
   Total NIH Appropriations 30,396 10,400 31,089 32,089 1,000 3.2%

  add Mandatory Diabetes 150 0 150 150 0 0.0%
______ ______ ______ ______

   Total NIH Budget 30,546 10,400 31,239 32,239 1,000 3.2%

  NIH Common Fund (included above) 541 0 544 562 18 3.2%

1/ Allocations of Recovery Act (P.L. 111-5) appropriations. 

2/ Excludes mandatory funds for diabetes.

3/ Includes transfers to Global Fund. 

4/ Includes separate appropriations for Superfund-related activties.

5/ Trans-NIH initiatives (Common Fund) are consolidated in OD.

All years include comparable adjustments for trans-NIH financing of public access operations and information resources.
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